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PREFACE

This Bulletin is for information purposes only and does not constitute any contractual agreement between the
student and the University of South Carolina Beaufort. The University reserves the right to make changes in
curricula, degree requirements, course offerings, or academic regulations at any time when, in the judgment
of the faculty or Chancellor, such changes are in the best interest of the students and the University. Please
note that not all listed courses are available every semester; check the appropriate term class schedule for
availability. As a rule, courses that are not offered for three years are removed from the Bulletin and placed in
abeyance.

Which Bulletin Should You Use?
On August 1%t the University Bulletin of record for an academic year is “frozen” to establish the guidelines and
regulations under which each incoming class matriculates.

You may choose to earn a degree in accordance with the curricular requirements in force at the time you first
enroll as a degree-seeking student or those of a subsequent Bulletin. Students have a period of eight years,
inclusive and continuous, in which to claim the rights of a specific bulletin. However, your choice is restricted
to a specific bulletin and the curricular requirements described therein. If your enrollment is interrupted an
absence of more than three years, you will be subject to the curricular requirements in force at the time of
return. Under no circumstances will students be allowed to appeal short-lived rules and regulations which were
adopted and abandoned during the period of their absence.
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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA BEAUFORT

History

THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA BEAUFORT is a “new institution,” dating back to 1795 when the SC
Assembly voted to provide for a College in Beaufort. That college became a two-year regional campus of the
University of South Carolina system in 1959, but soon it was clear that the people of the southern Lowcountry
needed and deserved more. With no four-year baccalaureate degree-granting institution in Beaufort, Jasper,
Hampton, or Colleton Counties, USCB won its hard-fought petition to become a full four-year comprehensive
university in 2004. In 1959, USCB enrolled 82 students. From 2005 to 2017, USCB was the fifth fastest-growing
public university in the US according to The Chronicle of Higher Education. We remain in the top ten — with
2,000 students on three vibrant campuses: Beaufort, Bluffton, and Hilton Head Island.

USCB offers specialized instruction in 39 areas of study within 19 Bachelor’s degree programs, two Master’s
degree programs, and two Associate’s degree programs. In 2018, we launched Beaufort College Honors with
cohorts in Nursing, Biology, and Lowcountry Studies. In 2019, we launched our first graduate program: the M.S.
in Computational Science. In 2020, we launched the M.Ed. in Literacy and expanded Honors with a Business
cohort.

A hallmark of USCB’s academic excellence is a focus on experiential learning. Collectively, our students are an
integral part of southern Lowcountry economic development. In 2020, USCB students logged 78,000 volunteer
and experiential learning hours valued at $1.9 million to local communities. Further, USCB’s Lowcountry and
Resort Islands Tourism Institute conducts student-led survey research of visitors across the region to
understand what discerning guests expect and value most when selecting vacation destinations. Surveys are
collected routinely at festivals, events, and “hot spots” across the region, and the outcomes and analytics are
shared with industry to provide a roadmap for continuing regional success.

USCB is a cultural hub for the southern Lowcountry, bringing together people from disparate backgrounds,
both residents and tourists, for cultural and educational experiences from athletics and the arts to continuing
education. Our USCB Sand Sharks compete in baseball, softball, soccer, golf, cross country, and indoor and
outdoor track & field. Our communications studies faculty and students co-produce By The River, an in-depth
interview program featuring Lowcountry authors and poets and airing regularly on SCETV. We are home to an
official Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI), which occupies dedicated spaces on all USCB campuses for its
nearly 1,800 members, who are a testament to USCB’s priority on generational interaction as a driver for
greater understanding (IQ), empathy (EQ), and, therefore, greater lifetime success. Further, USCB’s Center for
Event Management & Hospitality Training administers Island Ambassadors, a customer-service training
program for seasonal hospitality employees to provide knowledge of local history, culture, and attractions.

USCB’s dedication to regional growth and development drives our commitment to cultivating global
perspectives for our campus communities. Most of our students are from SC, yet their USCB experiences go
the distance. USCB has been recognized as a Top Producer of Fulbright Scholars, ranking 13" among all
baccalaureate-degree granting colleges and universities in the United States. Multiple faculty members and
USCB’s chancellor have been selected along with the university’s first Student Fulbright Award in
2020. Further, USCB has study-abroad relationships with HZ University in the Netherlands, Woosong University
in South Korea, Hebei Normal University and Changzhi University in China as well as Goa University, Amity
University Mumbai, Nagindas Khandwala College, Kohinoor International Management Institute, and
the Vidyalankar School of Information Technology in India. We are excited to grow these and future
collaborations through which our students and our region will be enriched greatly.
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USCB’s Chancellor Al M. Panu, Ph.D. envisions USCB — now and in the future — as a place of first choice for
students, faculty, and staff, who have the capacity to be any place they choose. He describes USCB as “an
institution that gives any student — no matter who they are, where they are from, or how they have been
prepared — the opportunity to fulfill their greatest potential.” Not a cookie-cutter hierarchy of potential “but
rather the understanding, commitment, and pedagogical talent to meet students where they are and take
them to their particular heights.” More than half of our Sand Sharks are first-generation university
matriculants, and 46% are Federal Pell Grant-eligible. They are graduates of our two-year college partners, who
want access to the doors that a Bachelor’s degree can open. They are 68% women, 40% people of color, and a
growing number of working adults, who understand the value of education as a key to mobility. Finally, they
are 100% amazing, motivated, creative, well-prepared, and ready to take on the world.

Vision Statement
The University of South Carolina Beaufort will be a university of academic distinction that is student centered
and community engaged.

Mission Statement

The University of South Carolina Beaufort (USCB) responds to regional needs, draws upon

regional strengths, and prepares graduates to contribute locally, nationally, and

internationally with its focus on teaching, research, and service. USCB is a public,

comprehensive institution in the University of South Carolina system, offering associate and baccalaureate
degrees in the liberal arts, the sciences, and professional disciplines and select master's degrees in response
to regional demand through on-site and distance delivery methods. Serving a diverse

population, USCB enriches the quality of life for students and area residents through artistic and cultural
offerings; collaborations with regional, national, and international partners; and lifelong learning
opportunities.

Approvals
USC system Board of Trustees April 21, 2017

SC Commission on Higher Education March 1, 2018

USCB Values

As we, staff and administrators, work together with faculty, students and our fellow staff members to
support the mission of USCB, our interactions will be guided by the following principles:

Cultural Appreciation

Academic Excellence

Resourcefulness

Engagement and Partnerships

Student Success
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University Goals
Cultural Appreciation
Enhance the diversity and inclusivity of the University community.

Academic Excellence
Expand and enhance the rigorous, experiential academic environment.

Resourcefulness
Continually improve efficiency and effectiveness of services and processes to support the growth of the
university.

Engagement and Partnerships
Expand and deepen partnerships with organizations whose mission, goals, and future are enhanced by
alignment with the university mission.

Student Success
Equip students for success within the university and beyond graduation.

Accreditation

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges

The University of South Carolina Beaufort is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges to award associates, baccalaureate and masters degrees. Contact the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097 or
call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of the University of South Carolina Beaufort.

Academic Program Accreditation
The Department of Education
The Department of Education at USCB is accredited under the National Council for Accreditation of
Teacher Education (NCATE) Standards through the CAEP Accreditation System, and approved by the South
Carolina Department of Education, for a period of seven years, from 2015-2022.

The Department of Nursing and Health Professions
The baccalaureate nursing program at the University of South Carolina Beaufort is accredited by the
Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (http://www.aacn.nche.edu/ccne-accreditation).
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ADMISSION

The Office of Admissions facilitates the recruitment and admissions process of prospective students. Applicants
must complete appropriate admission forms and submit them along with required credentials to the Office of
Admissions. Application forms may be obtained from the Office of Admissions or on the web at
www.uscb.edu/admissions/index.html. A non-refundable $40 application fee is required of all applicants and
must accompany the application. A check or money order should be made payable to USCB.

Priority Application Dates:

Fall term: Mid-May

Spring term: Late November

Summer term: Two weeks prior to registration for the term
Application Deadlines:

Fall term: July 1

Spring term: December 1

Summer term: May 1

General Admission Requirements

An application for admission must be submitted and approved and an official notification of acceptance issued
by the Office of Admissions before any person may enroll in courses. Before action can be taken on an
application for admission, all credentials required by University policy must be received by the Admissions
Office, which has responsibility for evaluation of credentials for the purpose of admission.

First-time applications must be accompanied by a non-refundable application fee specified on the application
form. Application forms may be obtained from the USCB Office of Admissions or on the web at
https://finsup.uscb.edu/apply/

The University reserves the right to place conditions on the admission of any student. In the event such action is
taken, the conditions will be clearly explained in the letter of conditional acceptance.

Proof of Citizenship

University of South Carolina Beaufort students must present proof of citizenship or lawful presence in the U.S.
before enrolling. This policy has been adopted by the University in order to comply with section 59-101-430 of
the South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended, which requires that lawful presence in the United States is
verified before enrollment at any public institution of higher education. Verification of immigration status for
non-citizens will be conducted by International student officials. For other students, a proof of citizenship
verification process has been adopted to deter and prevent false claims of citizenship by unlawful aliens
attempting to evade the eligibility requirements of section 59-101-430. Students who are not verified as citizens
during the Federal financial aid application (FAFSA) process must present proof of citizenship in the form of one
of the following acceptable documents:

¢ Copy of the South Carolina driver's license if the student first became a licensed driver in the state after
January 1, 2002;

¢ A Certified Birth Certificate indicating that you were born in the United States or a territory of the United
States.

e Current U.S. Passport or U.S. Passport that has not been expired more than 10 years;

Certificate of Naturalization -- USCIS Form (N-550 or N-570);

e U.S. government issued Consular Report of Birth Abroad;

¢ Certificate of Citizenship (N-560 or N-561);

¢ The University can accept photocopies of birth certificates and other citizenship documents so long as we
reserve the right to demand production of the certified original in the event we have any questions about
whether the copy is true and accurate, or in the event any of the information on the copy is unreadable.
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Selecting a Major

The college experience provides an opportunity for exploration of many disciplines and fields of study.
Therefore, students are not required to select a major upon admission to the University. Students should
declare a major after earning 30 semester hours, provided they have met the entrance or progression
requirements of the program of their choice. Undecided and change-of-major students should use the
resources available in the career services office. Students who wish to declare a major in Early Childhood
Education, Elementary Education, Interdisciplinary Studies or Nursing require special approval from the
Department Chair. Admission to the University does not guarantee admission to an academic program.

Freshman Admission

Admission of freshman students is based on high school course selection, high school grade point average, and
SAT and/or ACT scores. (NOTE: For academic year 2021-2022, SAT/ACT test scores are not required for
admission, however, may be required to qualify for South Carolina state scholarships)

Freshman applicants must submit:

1) Completed application

2) Non-refundable application fee

3) Official high school transcript complete up to the time of application

4) Official college entrance examination score reports (SAT and/or ACT)

5) Final high school transcript upon graduation

Assessment of Records

Required College Preparatory Curriculum

Prospective students must have adequate preparation for the curriculum in which they plan to enroll. Ata

minimum, applicants for admission are required to complete a college preparatory program while in high school

with units distributed among the following academic subjects:

1) English (4 units) — All four units must have strong reading (including works of fiction and non-fiction), writing,
communicating, and researching components. It is strongly recommended that students take two units that
are literature based, including American, British, and World Literature.

2) Mathematics (4 units) — These units must include Algebra |, Algebra I, and Geometry. A fourth higher-level
mathematics unit should be taken before or during the senior year.

3) Laboratory Science (3 units) — Two units must be taken in two different fields of the physical, earth, or life
sciences and selected from among biology, chemistry, physics, or earth science. The third unit may be from
the same field as one of the first two units (biology, chemistry, physics, or earth science) or from any
laboratory science for which biology, chemistry, physics and/or earth science is a prerequisite. Courses in
general or introductory science for which one of these four units is not a prerequisite will not meet this
requirement. It is strongly recommended that students desiring to pursue careers in science,
mathematics, engineering or technology take one course in all four fields: biology, chemistry, physics, and
earth science.

4) Social Science (3 units) — One unit of U.S. History, a half unit of Economics, and a half unit of Government are
required. World History or Geography is strongly recommended.

5) Same World Language (2 units) — Two units with a heavy emphasis on language acquisition.

6) Fine Art (1 unit) — One unit in appreciation of, history of, or performance in one of the fine arts. This unit
should be selected from among media/digital arts, dance, music, theater, or visual and spatial arts.

7) Electives (2 units) — Two units must be taken as electives. A college preparatory course in Computer Science
(i.e., one involving significant programming content, not simply keyboarding or using applications) is
strongly recommended for this elective. Other acceptable electives include college preparatory courses in
English; fine arts; foreign languages; social science; humanities; mathematics; physical education; and
laboratory science (courses for which biology, chemistry, physics, or earth science is a prerequisite).

8) Physical Education/ROTC (1 unit) — One unit of physical education to include one semester of personal
fitness and another semester in lifetime fitness. Exemption applies to students enrolled in Junior ROTC and
for students exempted because of physical disability or for religious reasons.

Total Units Required: 20
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Academic Grade Point Average

In addition to successful completion of the above college preparatory curriculum, freshman applicants are
evaluated based on weighted core grade point average and entrance examination scores. Freshman applicants
are required to earn at least a 2.0 cumulative grade point average on the college preparatory curriculum.
Students must submit a final high school transcript reflecting the successful completion of remaining courses in
progress and date of graduation as soon as possible after completion of high school.

College Entrance Examinations (SAT/ACT Requirements)
NOTE: For academic year 2021-2022, SAT/ACT test scores are not required for admission, however, may be
required to qualify for South Carolina state scholarships.

Final High School Transcript

All offers of admission are tentative until an official and final high school transcript has been submitted to the
admissions office. Final admission is based on the completion of the remaining college preparatory courses,
final cumulative grade point average including the final courses, and graduation from high school.

Home-Schooled and High School Equivalency (GED) Admission for First Time Freshmen

The University does consider home-schooled students and students who have successfully completed a high
school equivalency/GED program for admission to the university.

Home-schooled students should submit an official transcript from the home school association in which they are
enrolled. Applicants that do not belong to a home school association are required to submit course descriptions
for all credits in addition to an official transcript of their academic record.

High school equivalency or GED recipients should submit the official examination scores and proof of passing
from the issuing agency, typically the department of education or its equivalent in the state where the student
received the equivalency. Home-schooled and high school equivalency applicants under the age of 25 are
required to submit official college entrance examination score reports for consideration. (NOTE: For academic
year 2021-2022, SAT/ACT test scores are not required for admission, however, may be required to qualify for
South Carolina state scholarships)

International Admission

International Freshman Applicants

Any student who is not a United States citizen or Green Card holder should submit an international admissions
application. Incoming freshmen applicants should submit the following items to complete their admissions
application:

e An official evaluates high school transcript. All transcripts issued by the schools not located in the U.S.
must be sent to a third-party evaluation company and have a course-by-course evaluation completed
with a Grade Point Average (GPA) listed. Transcripts should be evaluated by a National Association of
Credential Evaluation Services (NACES) member company, prior to sending to the University’s Office of
Admissions. We frequently receive evaluated transcripts from the following companies: World
Education Services, Inc. International Education Res. Foundation, Educational Credential Evaluators,
Inc., Josef Silny & Associates, Inc. and SpanTran. This evaluation must be forwarded directly to the USCB
Admissions Office from the evaluation service.

e An official English proficiency test score. Students may submit a TOEFL, IELTS, Duolingo or PTE test
score to complete this requirement. This test is required for all international students, except those
whose native language is English. The following countries are exempt from the TOEFL requirement:

o American Samoa o Belize

o Australia o Canada (NOTE: Quebec students
o Bahamas must take the TOEFL)

o Barbados o Dominica
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o Grenada o Liberia

o Grand Cayman o New Zealand

o Guyana o Sierra Leone

o lIreland o Trinidad/Tobago
o Jamaica o United Kingdom

e College Entrance Examination Scores (SAT or ACT)
o SAT Requirement: Minimum of 880 (Evidence-based Writing/Reading and Math sections
combined)
o ACT Requirement: Minimum composite score of 17

NOTE: For academic year 2021-2022, SAT/ACT test scores are not required for admission, however, may be
required to qualify for South Carolina state scholarships.

International Transfer Applicants

Any student who is not a United States citizen or Green Card holder should submit an international admissions
application. International students who have completed courses at post-secondary institutions are considered
to be transfer students and must meet the transfer student requirements outlined in the Bulletin under Transfer
Admission. If the applicant has completed fewer than 30 semester hours of college-level work, s/he must meet
both transfer and freshman entrance requirements. Incoming transfer applicants should submit the following
items to complete their admissions application:

e  Official transcript(s) of college-level courses through the time of application; these are to be
supplemented by final transcripts to reflect complete academic work prior to beginning classes at the
University. All transcripts issued by colleges or universities not located in the U.S. must be sent to a
third-party evaluation company and have a course-by-course evaluation completed with a Grade Point
Average (GPA) listed. Transcripts should be evaluated by a National Association of Credential Evaluation
Services (NACES) member company, prior to sending to the University’s Office of Admissions. We
frequently receive evaluated transcripts from the following companies: World Education Services, Inc.
International Education Res. Foundation, Educational Credential Evaluators, Inc., Josef Silny &
Associates, Inc. and SpanTran. This evaluation must be forwarded directly to the USCB Admissions
Office from the evaluation service. Students will not be considered for admissions until this evaluation
is received;

e An official English proficiency test score. Students may submit a TOEFL, IELTS, DuoLingo or PTE test
score to complete this requirement. This test is required for all international students, except those
whose native language is English. The TOEFL requirement will be waived for a transfer student if the
student has completed the equivalent of USCB’s English 101 and 102 courses with a C or better at an
accredited post-secondary institution in the United States. The following countries are exempt from
the TOEFL requirement:

o American Samoa o Grand Cayman

o Australia o Guyana

o Bahamas o lreland

o Barbados o Jamaica

o Belize o Liberia

o Canada (NOTE: Quebec students o New Zealand
must take the TOEFL) o Sierra Leone

o Dominica o Trinidad/Tobago
Grenada o United Kingdom

10 | University of South Carolina Beaufort 2021-2022 Bulletin



e If the applicant has attempted less than 30 semester hours of college level work the student must also
submit:

o An official high school transcript (if the high school is outside of the U.S., a course-by-course
evaluation of the high school transcript will need to be completed by a NACES member
company. This evaluation must be forwarded directly to the USCB Admissions Office from the
evaluation service.)

o College entrance examination (SAT or ACT) score reports

= SAT Requirement: Minimum of 880 (Evidence-based Writing/Reading and Math
sections combined)
= ACT Requirement: A minimum composite score of 17
NOTE: For academic year 2021-2022, SAT/ACT test scores are not required for admission, however, may
be required to qualify for South Carolina state scholarships.

Non-Degree Candidate Admission

Applicants who wish to attend the university for one semester or on some limited basis may be approved to do
so upon submitting a non-degree seeking application for admission. The admissions office reserves the right to
determine the proper category of admission and to determine what credentials may be required. Applicants
who have been officially denied admission as degree-seeking students are not eligible for non-degree
admission.

Non-Degree Admission for Professional Development or Personal Satisfaction

This category is for applicants who are not interested in earning a degree at USCB, but desire to take courses for
professional development or personal satisfaction. A maximum of 30 credit hours may be earned in this
category. Courses completed as special students carry full university credit; however, none of the hours are
applicable to a degree until the student applies and qualifies for admission as a degree-seeking student. Non-
degree applicants for this student segment are required to submit a transcript from the last postsecondary
institution that they have attended. Applicants who have not attempted college coursework must submit an
official, final high school transcript or GED examination results. Additional credentials may be required as
determined by the university.

Concurrent/Dual Enrollment for High School Students
Concurrent Admission is a program offered by USCB to qualified high school juniors and seniors. It provides an
opportunity for students who are capable of meeting an increased challenge to earn college credit by taking
courses offered by the university while still enrolled in high school. To be considered for this program, students
must submit: an application for admission, high school transcripts, and approval from high school principal or
guidance counselor.
Student eligibility:

e Student must be a junior or senior in high school

e Must be age 16 or above

e  Minimum GPA of 3.0 grade point average (on a 4.0 scale)

e Approval from student’s high school (Principal or Guidance Counselor)

e Entrance exam scores (SAT | or ACT)
Students admitted to this program will be enrolled in regular college courses in general subject areas, chosen in
consultation with the student, which will complement their high school program. Advising is available and it is
highly encouraged that students make an appointment. An official notification of acceptance is issued by
Admissions and is required for enroliment.

Transient Student Admission

Admission for one semester or summer school may be granted to students from other colleges and universities
who wish to take courses with the university and transfer the credit back to their home institution. Transient
applicants should submit a transient non-degree seeking application for admission and the transient agreement
from their current college.
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Audit (Non-Degree Seeking)

Non-degree applicants who wish to take university courses without earning credit may apply for admission as an
audit student. Non-degree status limits students to 30 credit hours and does not guarantee future enroliment
at USCB. Auditing is granted on a space-available basis only, and audited courses are assessed the same tuition
and fees as courses for university credit. Once audited, a course may not be considered for credit.

Audit applicants are required to submit a transcript from the last postsecondary institution that they have
attended. Applicants who have not attempted college coursework must submit an official, final high school
transcript or GED examination results. Non-degree seeking students must submit the $40 nonrefundable
application fee, non-degree application, citizenship form, immunization form. Additional credentials may be
required as determined by the university. Applicants that are not eligible for other admission types are not
eligible to audit courses.

Non-Traditional Students (Adult Learners)

Non-traditional students at USCB are typically students who are 25 years of age or older who have been out of
high school, for five years or more.

Admissions Requirements for Non-Traditional Students
Non-traditional students must submit the same credentials as other students (high school and college
transcripts). Students over the age of 25 may not be required to submit SAT or ACT results.

Awarding Academic Credit

Students may validate the knowledge they have gained through work or public service experiences by
submitting the results of CLEP subject exams, taking USCB challenge exams, or submitting documents indicating
educational experiences in the military. Appropriate policies that have been established by the University state
that a maximum of 30 semester hours of non-traditional credit may be applied to a baccalaureate degree.

Provisional Admission

The University provides a transitional admission program for students who do not meet regular admission
requirements, but demonstrate academic potential. Students admitted provisionally are required to earn a
minimum 2.0 GPA the first enrollment term. Students meeting that requirement are then considered fully
admitted.

Students who do not meet the stipulated requirement will not be allowed to continue enrollment after their
initial semester. They may reapply for admission once they have earned a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA at
another college or university.

Admission of Students Suspended from Other Institutions

Students who have been suspended indefinitely from another college or university and wish to apply for
admission to USCB must file a written appeal to the Admissions Appeals Committee. The appeal letter should
be submitted directly to the Admissions Office.

Readmission of Former Students

An application for readmission must be submitted by any former student who wishes to return to the University
after missing a major (fall or spring) semester. Summer sessions do not count as a major semester in this
instance. Applications for readmission are obtained from the Office of Admissions or online and when
completed should be returned to the Admissions Office. Readmission to the University and to the program in
which the student was previously enrolled is not automatic.

Students who attend the University as special students (including probationary or non-degree candidates) are
not considered for readmission because these students were not fully admitted to the University originally. If
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special students wish to return to the University as degree-seeking candidates, they must apply for regular
admission as freshmen or transfer students, furnishing all official transcripts and any entrance test scores which
may be required.

Students who leave the University in good standing, miss one or more major semesters and attend another
institution while away must submit the application for readmission and official transcripts of all college-level
work attempted during their absence from the University. Such applicants must meet the same requirements as
transfer students.

US military service members and reservists seeking readmission into the University after being called to service
by definition of Chapter 3 of Volume 2 of the Federal Student Aid Handbook must contact the Director of
Military Programs for more information at 843-368-8211 or email mcweiss@ usch.edu.

Returning After a Suspension

A student who leaves the University on suspension must apply for readmission upon completion of the period
of suspension and qualify for readmission to the major program requested. To attempt to return to the
University prior to the completion of the suspension period requires an application for readmission if a major
semester has been missed. A student will also need to submit a letter requesting petition for reinstatement.

A student on suspension is given an opportunity to reorder priorities and reassess his or her situation before
returning. While serving suspension, a student may not be admitted to, or continue in, any academic program of
the University. No student suspended from USCB for any reason may earn academic credit during the period of
suspension, whether by residence elsewhere or by correspondence.

Priority application deadlines:
Fall term: August 1
Spring term: December 1
Summer term: Two weeks prior to registration for the term.

There is a $10 fee for readmission applications.

Senior Citizen Admission

Senior Citizens (age 60 and older) are entitled to enroll on a “space-available” basis without the required
payment of tuition. Senior citizens are required to pay all other applicable fees. Senior citizens may apply as
degree or non-degree seeking students and request a waiver of tuition; however, senior-citizens who wish to
receive the tuition waiver benefit must wait until the third day of classes to register. If a senior-citizen wishes to
guarantee a seat in a class, s/he should enroll prior to the first day of the semester and pay full tuition and fees.
Refunds will not be allowed should space still be available on the third day of class.

The admission and advising processes can be completed in advance of registration and submitted to the
appropriate office. Forms required to be submitted include:

e Senior Citizen Application (submit to the Admissions Offices)

e  Free Tuition Application for Senior Citizens (submit to the Bursar’s Office, along with a copy of the

driver’s license)

e (itizenship Form

e Immunization Form

e 540 Nonrefundable application

If this is done in advance, the student must still register on day three of the semester.
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Summer Admission

New students entering the University for the first time in a summer term who expect to continue studying
toward a degree submit only one application. They must meet all requirements for admission as degree-seeking
students before the beginning of the summer term.

Summer Attendance Only/In-coming Transient Students

Students who wish to attend the University for the summer only should apply as transient student under the
“Non-Degree Candidate” application. Students enrolled in degree programs in another college who wish to take
summer courses at USCB as transients should submit a transient student form to the USCB registrar’s office
from the school they plan to return to.

Transfer Admission

An applicant who has attempted one or more courses at another postsecondary college or university after
graduating from high school is considered an applicant for transfer admission. Transfer applicants with fewer
than 30 semester hours (45 quarter hours) of completed and transferrable college credit are required to meet
both transfer and freshman admission requirements.

Transfer applicants for admission must submit:

1) A completed application

2) Non-refundable application fee

3) Complete, official transcript from each postsecondary institution where college coursework has been
attempted through the time of application; these must be supplemented by final transcripts that reflect
complete academic work prior to beginning classes

4) If fewer than 30 semester hours (45 quarter hours) of completed and transferrable college credit have been
earned at another postsecondary institution, the applicant must also submit an official high school
transcript. Official college entrance examination scores (SAT and/or ACT) are also required for if the
applicant is under 25 years of age.

Transfer students are required to have a 2.0 cumulative GPA in all previous college level work. In addition, they
must be in good standing and eligible to return to the institution last attended. Transcript Request Forms are
available through the USCB Admissions Office or on line at http:www.uscb.edu/admissions/how-to-
apply/transfer-to-uscb/index.html. Students must request and submit official transcripts from each previous
academic institution. (Hand delivered transcripts or transcripts that say ‘issued to student’ will be considered
unofficial, unless the admissions office receives it in a sealed envelope from the institution). The applicant must
submit transcripts of all previous college courses attempted whether or not credit was earned and regardless of
whether the applicant wishes to transfer any credit. Failure to report all attempted college courses may
constitute sufficient cause for later dismissal from the University.

As a rule, the University will only accept credits earned at a Council for Higher Education Accreditation
(www.chea.org) member institution or those from institutions approved by the U.S. Department of Education. A
transfer grade point average is calculated for the purpose of admission, using all credits attempted and grades
earned at other institutions, with the exception of remedial courses and pass/fail option courses.

Departments within the University have the right to consider all attempted college-level work in determining
admission to particular programs and/or advancement into upper-division or professional-level courses. As a
general rule, credits earned in courses that fall in one or more of the following categories are not acceptable in
transfer to campuses of the University of South Carolina System:

courses that are occupational or technical in nature;

courses that are essentially remedial in nature;

courses from a two-year institution which are considered upper-division or upper-level at the University;
courses from a two-year institution that are not listed as part of that institution’s college parallel program.

il
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Exceptions to this rule may be made only by the Provost and only in specific cases where such courses are
judged to be uniquely relevant to the student’s degree program. Transfer credit will not be accepted for courses
the equivalent of which a student has been enrolled in previously at the University, unless the academic work
presented for transfer represents a minimum of a full year of resident work at the other institution. Similarly, a
student cannot receive credit for a course taken at the University if s/he has received transfer credit for an
equivalent course previously taken at another institution.

USCB will not accept transfer credit for non-USC courses in which the student made a grade of D+ or lower.

Where articulation agreements do not apply and there is some doubt about the appropriateness of a transfer
course for general education credit, a decision will be rendered by the Director of General Education.
Regardless of the point in an academic career at which students enter the University, all must comply with the
In-Residence Requirements to complete their degree. (See page 71 for In-Residence Requirements)

Evaluation of Transfer Credits

Applicants for admission with advanced standing, having completed all admission procedures and requirements,
will be given a statement of credits accepted by transfer to the University. Applicability of those credits to a
degree is determined by the department or major in which the student enrolls. The number of credits
acceptable to the University and the number which may apply toward a particular degree may differ.

Original official records are required and evaluated for courses exempted at a previous college. Exemption
credit or acceptance of transfer credit by another college has no bearing on the evaluation of transfer credit at
USCB. Applicants for admission with advanced standing from colleges and universities not accredited by a
regional accrediting association will need to validate transfer credits.

In compliance with Southern Association of Colleges and Schools requirements, a minimum of 25% of credit
hours must be earned at USCB to be awarded a degree.

A maximum of 30 semester hours of credit by correspondence and credit awarded for educational experiences
in the military may be applied toward meeting the requirements for a baccalaureate degree; 15 towards an
associate’s degree. The 30 semester hours of credit which may be awarded for educational experiences in the
military should be in accordance with recommendations published by the American Council on Education and
be consistent with University policy on the transfer of credit but will only be applied to a degree program upon
the approval of the Provost.

Veteran students may receive credit toward graduation for training received under many of the armed forces
college training programs. University credit also may be given for specialized and technical training done under
the auspices of the armed forces and for courses taken through the United States Armed Forces
Institute/DANTES. This training may be accepted by the University for Credit only if it is at the college level, if it
is approved by the University and if it is appropriate to the particular University course of study in which the
student enrolls. Armed forces training will not be evaluated until the applicant has been accepted for admission;
however, credentials should be submitted with the admission application. No credit is given for high-school or
college-level GED tests.

In order to have military experience evaluated, students must attend as a “degree-seeking.” The official record
of Army, Coast Guard, Navy, and Marine Corps educational experiences is called a Joint Service Transcript. An
official copy may be ordered at the Military Education Office where the service member is stationed or online:
https://jst.doded.mil. Air Force personnel can order the official record through the Community College of the
Air Force. Once the official Joint Service Transcript or Air Force transcript has been received, the Director of
Military Programs will take appropriate steps to initiate the evaluation process.
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Information regarding educational benefits to veterans and the children of deceased or disabled veterans may
be found in the Financial Aid section. Additional information for veterans is available from the Office of Veteran
Student Services, University of South Carolina Beaufort.

A maximum of 30 semester hours of credit earned while classified as a non-degree special student in the
University may be applied toward meeting the requirements for a baccalaureate degree.

Courses completed at any institution while the student is suspended by the University will not be accepted
toward a degree at USCB.

Transfer: State Policies and Procedures

Background

Section 10-C of the South Carolina School-to-Work Transition Act (1994) stipulates that the Council of College
and University Presidents and the State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education, operating through
the Commission on Higher Education, shall develop better articulation of associate and baccalaureate degree
programs. To comply with this requirement, the commission, upon the advice of the Council of Presidents,
established a Transfer Articulation Policy Committee composed of four-year institutions’ Vice Presidents for
Academic Affairs and the Associate Director for Instruction of the State Board for Technical and Comprehensive
Education. The principal outcomes derived from the work of that committee and accepted by the Commission
on Higher Education on July 6, 1995, were:

e An expanded list of 86 courses which will transfer to four-year public institutions of South Carolina from
the two year public institutions;

e A statewide policy document on good practices in transfer to be followed by all public institutions of
higher education in the State of South Carolina, which was accepted in principle by the Advisory
Committee on Academic Programs and the commission;

e Six task forces on statewide transfer agreements, each based in a discipline or broad area of the
baccalaureate curriculum.

In 1995, the General Assembly passed Act 137, which stipulated further that the South Carolina Commission on
Higher Education notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, shall have the following additional
duties and functions with regard to the various public institutions of higher education. These duties and
responsibilities include the commission’s responsibility to establish procedures for the transferability of courses
at the undergraduate level between two-year and four-year institutions or schools. This same provision is
repeated in the legislation developed from the report of the Joint Legislative Study Committee.

Act 137 directs the Commission to adopt procedures for the transfer of courses from all two-year public to all
four-year public institutions of higher education in South Carolina. Proposed procedures are listed below. Unless
otherwise stated, these procedures shall become effective immediately upon approval by the commission and
shall be fully implemented, unless otherwise stated, by September 1, 1997.

Transfer Policy Update — Proviso 117.152

Effective June 1%t of 2022, students who have earned an Associate of Arts or Associate of Science degree from a
two-year institution of higher learning in South Carolina shall receive a minimum of sixty (60) transfer credit
hours at USCB, which will represent at least Junior standing.

Statewide Articulation of 86 Courses

The Statewide Articulation Agreement of 86 courses already approved by the South Carolina Commission on
Higher Education for transfer from two to four-year public institutions shall be applicable to all public
institutions, including two-year institutions and institutions within the same system. In instances where an
institution does not have synonymous courses to ones on this list, it shall identify comparable courses or course
categories for acceptance of general education courses on the statewide list. Refer to the following web site:
http://www.che.sc.gov/
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Articulation Agreements with Other Institutions

The purpose of an articulation agreement is to enhance further the cordial and cooperative relationship
between USCB and technical colleges in South Carolina, Georgia, and international to further the purposes of
scholarship, to provide a framework for students, and to provide an opportunity for graduates of technical
colleges to transfer to USCB to earn a baccalaureate degree. Academic departments have articulation
agreements with the following institutions:

DEPARTMENT PROGRAM ARTICULATING INSTITUTION

Computer Science & Mathematics| Computational Science UofSC College of Engineering & Computing

Education Early Childhood Education | Technical College of the Lowcountry
Elementary Education

Hospitality Management Hospitality Management Greenville Technical College

Ogeechee Technical College
Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College
Palmetto College Campuses

Pro Start Schools

Technical College of the Lowcountry

Nursing Public Health Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College
Palmetto College Campuses
Technical College of the Lowcountry

Nursing Technical College of the Lowcountry

Public Health & Human Services | Public Health Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College
Palmetto College Campuses

Technical College of the Lowcountry
Human Services Central Carolina Technical College
Florence-Darlington Technical College
Greenville Technical College
Horry-Georgetown Technical College
Midlands Technical College
Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College
Palmetto College Campuses

Additional Credit

College Board Advanced Placement (AP) Examinations

USCB supports the College Board’s Advanced Placement Program, which allows high school students the
opportunity to pursue college level courses in their own schools and to be taught the material by their own
teachers. After completion of the AP courses, students take the appropriate AP test to determine their level of
achievement. For college credit to be awarded, a student must have official score reports from the College
Board sent directly to the Office of Admissions at USCB.

In accordance with policies established by the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education, USCB will award
credit for AP scores of three or higher, unless evidence is presented for good cause not to do so. In addition, S.C.
Commission on Higher Education has issued the following policies:

Because of the major overlap in course content between the two English AP exams, the awarding of AP credit in

English should be treated separately from that of other disciplines as follows:

1) If a student receives a score of “3” or “4” on either English AP exam, credit would be awarded for English 101
or its equivalent (three credits);

2) If a student receives a score of “3” or “4” on both English AP exams, or a “3” on one and a “4” on the other,
credit would be awarded for English 101 and 102 or their equivalents (six credits);

3) If a student receives a score of “5” on either or on both English AP exams, credit would be awarded for
English 101 and 102 or their equivalent (six credits).
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AP Exam Area AP Score | Credit Earned

American History 3 HIST B111

American History 4or5 HIST B111 and HIST B112

Art History 3 ARTH B101

Art History 4 ARTH B105

Art History 5 ARTH B105 and ARTH B106

Art Studio, 2-D 3,4,0r5 ARTS B103

Art Studio, 3-D 3,4,0or5 ARTS B104

Art Studio, Drawing 3,4,0r5 ARTS B111

Biology 3 BIOL B110

Biology 4or5 BIOL B110 and BIOL Elective Credits

Chemistry 3 CHEM B111

Chemistry 4or5 CHEM B111 and CHEM B112

Chinese 3 CHIN 121

Chinese 4or5 CHIN 121 and CHIN 122

Comparative Government & Politics 3,4,0r5 POLIB103C

Computer Science-A 3,4,0r5 CSCI B145

Computer Science Principles 3,4,0r5 CSCI B101

Economics-Macro 3,4,0r5 ECON B222

Economics-Micro 3,4,0r5 ECON B221

English Language and Composition 3 English Elective Credit

English Language and Composition 4or5 ENGL B101

English Language and Literature 3 English Elective Credit

English Language and Literature 4or5 Reviewed by Dept. on a case-by-case basis

English Language and Composition ors

AND ENGL B101 and ENGL B102

English Language and Literature (On Both)

Environmental Science 3,4,0r5 BIOL B270 and BIOL B270L

European History 3 HIST B101

European History 4or5 HIST B101 and HIST B102

French Language 3 FREN B101

French Language 4or5 FREN B101 and FREN B102

French Literature 3 FREN B101

French Literature 4or5 FREN B101 and FREN B102

French Language AND Literature : FREN B101 and FREN B102
(On Both)
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German 3 GERM B101
German 4or5 GERM B101 and GERM B102
Human Geography 3,4,0r5 GEOG B121
Japanese 3 JAPA 121
Japanese 4or5 JAPA 121 and JAPA 122
Latin Virgin 3 LATN 121
Latin Virgil 4or5 LATN 121 and LATN 122
Mathematics-Calculus AB 3,4,0r5 MATH B141
Mathematics-Calculus AB (Subscore) 3,4,0r5 MATH B141
Mathematics-Calculus BC 3,4,0r5 MATH B141 and MATH B142
Music Theory 3 MUSC B115
Music Theory 4 MUSC B115 and MUSC B117
Music Theory 5 MUSC B115,B116,B117, and B118
Physics B 3 PHYS B201 and PHYS B201L
Physics B 4or5 PHYS B201, B201L, B202, and B202L
Physics C, Part I, Mechanics 3 PHYS B201 and PHYS B201L
Physics C, Part I, Mechanics 4or5 PHYS B211 and PHYS B211L
Physics C, Part 11, Electricity & Magnetism | 3 PHYS B202 and PHYS B202L
Physics C, Part 11, Electricity & Magnetism | 4 or 5 PHYS B212 and PHYS B212L
Psychology 3,4,0r5 PSYC B101
Research 3 UNEL B0O01T (University Elective)
Seminar 3 UNEL BO0OO1T (University Elective)
Spanish Language 3 SPAN B101
Spanish Language 4or5 SPAN B101 and SPAN B102
Spanish Literature 3 SPAN B101
Spanish Literature 4or5 SPAN B101 and SPAN B102
Spanish Language AND Literature : SPAN B101 and SPAN B102

(On Both)
Statistics 3or4 STAT B110
Statistics 5 STAT B110 and STAT B201
US Government & Politics 3,4,0r5 POLI B201
World History 3 HIST B115
World History 4or5 HIST B115 and HIST B116

*For additional information concerning the awarding of AP credit, contact the Office of Admissions*
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International Baccalaureate (IB) Policy

USCB recognizes the academic challenge inherent in the IB Program and encourages students who have
completed the IB diploma to apply for admission. IB graduates who score well (4-7) on their Higher Level exams
will be awarded college credit as determined by the academic departments. No credit is awarded for subjects
passed at the Subsidiary level of IB, nor for IB Higher-Level examination scores in the following areas: English A1,
Biology, Business and Organization, Chemistry, Computing Studies, Economics, Foreign Languages, Geography,
History, Mathematics, Music, Physics, Psychology, Social Anthropology. To receive credit, the student must have
the official examination results sent to the Office of Admissions, University of South Carolina Beaufort, One

University Boulevard, Bluffton SC 29909.

English A Language & Literature

IB Exam Area IB Score Credit Earned
Biology 4 BIOL B110
Biology 5,60r7 BIOL B110 and BIOL B120/B120L
Business & Management 4 BADM B371
Business & Management 5,6,0r7 BADM B371 and BADM B376
Chemistry 4 CHEM B111
Chemistry 5,6,0r7 CHEM B111 and CHEM B112
Computing Studies 4 CSCI B145 and CSCI B210
Computing Studies 5,6,0r7 CSCI B145, B146, and B212
Economics 4 ECON B221
Economics 5,6,0r7 ECON B222
English A Literature OR

4 (on either) ENGL B101

English A Literature OR >0 o.r 7

English A Language & Literature (on either ENGL B101 and ENGL B102
or both)

English A1l 5,6,0r7 ENGL B101 and ENGL B102

French B* 4or5 FREN B101 and FREN B102

French B* 6 or7 FREN B201 and FREN B202

Latin B**

Mandarin B**

Spanish B* 4or5 SPAN B201

Spanish B* 6 or7 SPAN B201 and SPAN B202

Geography 4,5,6,0r7 GEOG B103

German B* 4or5 GERM B201

German B* 6 or7 GERM B201 and GERM B202

History 4,5,6,0or7 HIST B111 and HIST B112

Italian B* 4or5 ITAL 122 and 221

Italian B* 6or7 ITAL 221 and ITAL 222
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Mathematics 4 MATH B141

Mathematics 5,6,0r7 MATH B141 and MATH B142
Music 4 MUSC B115

Music 5,6,or7 MUSC B115 and MUSC B116
Physics 4 PHYS B201 and PHYS B201L
Physics 5,6,0r7 PHYS B201, B201L, B202, and B202L
Psychology 4,5,6,0r7 PSYC B101

Social Anthropology 4,5,6,0r7 ANTH B102

Theatre Arts 4,5,6,0or7 THEA B200

Visual Arts 4 ARTS B103

Visual Arts 5,6,or7 ARTS B103 and ARTS B104

* Students scoring 4 or higher on any higher level IB foreign-language examination are not required to take the University's placement; lower

scores, however will require the placement test. Students receiving credit through IB foreign-language examinations may not receive additional

advanced-standing credit for 100-level courses.

** Scores of 4 or above are reviewed on a case-by-case basis and include an oral interview.

College Level Examination Program (CLEP)

The University awards credit by examination to certain CLEP subject examinations only. By attaining an
acceptable score, a student may receive credit equal to that normally earned in the comparable University
course. To receive credit, the student must have the official examination results sent to the Office of
Admissions, University of South Carolina Beaufort, One University Boulevard, Bluffton SC 29909.

CLEP Exam Minimum Score | Credit Earned

Business

Financial Accounting 50 ACCT B225

Info. Systems & Computer Applications| 50 MGSC B290

Introduction to Business Law 50 BADM B324

Principles of Management 50 MGMT B371

Principles of Marketing 50 MKTG B350

Composition and Literature

Analyzing/Interpreting Literature 50 ENGL B102 w/ satisfactory essay both
sections scored by ETS

College Composition 50 ENGL B101 w/ satisfactory essay both
sections scored by ETS

World Languages

French Language, Level 1 50 FREN B101 and FREN B102

French Language, Level 2 59 FREN B101, B102, and either B201 or B202

Spanish Language, Level 1 50 SPAN B101 and SPAN B102

Spanish Language, Level 2 63 SPAN B101, B102, and either B201 or B202
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History and Social Sciences

American Government 50 POLI B201
History of the US I 50 HIST B112
History of the US II 50 HIST B111
Human Growth & Development 50 PSYC B209
Introductory Psychology 50 PSYCB101
Introductory Sociology 50 SOCY B101
Principles of Macroeconomics 50 ECON B222
Principles of Microeconomics 50 ECON B221
Western Civilizations I 50 HIST B102
Western Civilizations 11 50 HIST B102

Science and Mathematics

Biology 50-55 BIOL B110

Biology 56 BIOL B110 and BIOL B120/B120L
Chemistry 50 CHEM B111

College Algebra 50 MATH B111

College Mathematics 50 MATH B101

Pre-calculus 50 MATH B115

Calculus 50 MATH B141

Cambridge Assessment International Education

USCB recognizes Cambridge Assessment International Education as a rigorous academic program and awards
college credit for successful completion of these exams. For courses with a grade of a-e on the AS level exam, 3
credits will be awarded (4 credits for laboratory science exams). For courses with a grade of A-E on the A level
exam, 6 credits will be awarded (8 credits for laboratory sciences exams). Specific course equivalency for these
exams will be reviewed by the department on a case by case basis.

Credit Granted for Educational Experiences in the Military

USCB recognizes the educational experiences and training which members of the armed forces receive during
their time of service. Academic credit may be awarded for educational experiences in the military if they are in
accordance with recommendations published by the American Council of Education (ACE) and are consistent
with University policy on transfer of credit. Credit will be applied to a degree program upon approval. For more
information, contact the Director of Military Programs.

Academic Common Market

A cooperative tuition-reduction agreement among 14 Southern Regional Education Board states is in place to
allow students to take academic programs not available in their state. If interested in programs, students must
be admitted to USCB as a degree-seeking student. They should then contact their state coordinator for
additional information. For additional information, consult the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education
website.
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FINANCIAL AID/VA AND SCHOLARSHIPS

The general purpose of the USCB Financial Aid Office is to help students meet their educational expenses at
USCB. Financial assistance is awarded in the areas of scholarships, grants, loans, employment, or a combination
of these programs. The primary responsibility for financing post-secondary education rests with the student and
family; however, our office is available to assist applicants in obtaining financial aid assistance to bridge the gap
between our educational cost and what the student and family are reasonably expected to contribute. The
office is committed to timely delivery of financial aid proceeds in accordance with all federal, state and
institutional regulations. The financial aid packages are provided in correlation with the institution’s recruitment
and retention efforts.

General Information

The USCB Financial Aid/Veteran Affairs Office provides a wide range of services and administers a variety of
student financial assistance programs. Included among these are University scholarships, financial assistance
programs originating outside the University and all major federal student aid programs. Within these categories
are financial assistance programs which are based upon financial need, academic merit, or other criteria. The
different types of federal aid programs include grants, loans and employment opportunities. The Financial Aid
Office provides counseling for students, prospective students and parents in such areas as financial aid
opportunities, the financial aid application process and financial planning as it pertains to managing financial aid
funds and meeting educational expenses. Anyone interested in these topics should contact the Financial
Aid/Veteran Affairs Office to schedule an appointment. Below is a description of each category of financial
assistance available at USCB:

Scholarships are usually based on academic merit and/or need and repayment is generally not required.
Grants are need-based aid which does not have to be repaid.

Employment consists of part-time work that is arranged around the student’s academic schedule. This type of
employment is known as work-study, a need-based program.

Loans are available to most students. Repayment is not required until the student graduates or drops below
half-time enrollment. Interest rates vary depending upon the type of loan.

Entitlements are awards that are not necessarily need based in nature nor do they have repayment
requirements. Eligibility for most entitlements is based on certain special qualifications and circumstances.

More detailed information about the various financial assistance programs can be attained online at:
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/

The USCB scholarship and financial aid programs are administered in accordance with the nationally established
philosophy of educational financial assistance. The basis of this philosophy is the belief that the student and/or

his/her parents are the primary responsible source for meeting educational expenses and that student financial
aid should be viewed only as supplementary to the efforts and resources of the family.

How to Apply for Financial Aid
Submit an application for admission to USCB. Financial aid is awarded only to students who satisfactorily
complete the requirements for admission and are fully admitted as degree-seeking students.

Submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. A new or renewal
FAFSA is available each academic year (fall through summer) on October 1st online. If you have any questions,
please contact our office at 843-521-3104 or 843-208-8000.
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After students have been accepted for admission, their requests for aid will be considered. Official award
notices and Financial Aid Award Terms and Conditions will be sent to all applicable students electronically via
their USCB e-mail accounts.

All students who wish to apply for financial aid for the summer terms are required to complete a summer
student aid application and submit the application to the USCB Financial Aid Office by the established priority
deadline of April 15t.

Submitting a 2021-2022 FAFSA

Submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online at https://fafsa.gov/. The FAFSA for the
2021-2022 academic year (AY) became available on October 1, 2020 and will require students/parents to
report their 2019 tax information. All families eligible to use the IRS Data Retrieval System are encouraged
to use this method to report their 2018 income tax data on the 2021-2022 FAFSA. If you have any questions,
please contact our office at 843-521-3104 or 843-208-8000.

Financial Aid Policies
The following statement of policies is to help high school principals, counselors, parents and students
understand the goals of the financial aid program at USCB.

1. The primary purpose of the financial aid program is to help students meet educational costs beyond
what the student and/or his/her family can contribute based on a standard analysis of a family’s
financial situation. USCB uses the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) for the need
analysis.

2. Inestimating the amount that a student’s family can provide for college expenses, USCB will consider
the following factors affecting the family’s financial strength: income, assets, number of dependents,
certain debts, retirement needs, etc. Under unusual circumstances, special financial problems
confronting parents and students can also be considered.

3. The student is expected to secure resources to assist in meeting educational expenses.

4. Financial aid awards are payable only while the student is enrolled at least half-time at USCB, excluding
the Federal Pell Grant Program.

5. Students who transfer to another college or University (including those within the USC system) cannot
receive any financial aid which has been awarded by USCB.

6. Financial assistance received from any source that is not included in the award letter must be reported
to the Financial Aid Office at USCB. This must be done even if the extra financial assistance has been
reported to some other office at USCB. Failure to report extra financial assistance could harm a
student’s chances of receiving financial assistance in the future.

7. The Financial Aid Office has established March 1st as the priority date for receipt of the FAFSA
information. Applications received after that date will be considered, but only if funds are available.
USCB’s school code is 003450.

8. USCB makes every effort to meet a student’s need. Recipients are selected on the basis of general
eligibility as well as specific program qualifications. Once a student has been determined to have
financial need, awards are based on the enrollment status of the student and the availability of funds in
each program. The determined award(s) comprise the student’s financial aid “package.” This package
may consist of a combination of: a) grants, scholarships, entitlements, b) loans and/or c) employment.

9. Notification of awards will be made as soon as possible after the successful completion of the
application process. Awards may be declined or adjusted within two weeks of award notification.
Conditions of awards will be included with the award letter.

10. If the application has been submitted by the student in a timely fashion and financial aid has
subsequently been awarded, the award will usually be paid in two disbursements (once during each
registration period). The USCB Business Office will apply the award(s) to the student’s account when
appropriate.
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11. Under certain circumstances, a student may be deemed ineligible to receive financial aid. These
circumstances include: a) not making satisfactory academic progress (standards are listed below); b)
being in default on a federal student loan; c) owing a refund on a Federal Pell Grant or Federal
Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant; d) not demonstrating financial need; e) not enrolling in a
degree-seeking program. If any of these conditions apply, feel free to contact the Financial Aid Office at
USCB for additional clarification.

Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)

Satisfactory Academic Progress Requirements

Beginning July 1, 2011, Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) standards changed in accordance with Federal
Regulations (34 CFR 668.34). All students who have completed a Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) and wish to be considered for Federal, State and some private Aid must meet the criteria stated in this
policy. Financial aid eligibility is based on satisfactory academic progress standards established by the
University, pursuant to federal law, to ensure that all financial aid recipients progress towards degree
completion. These new SAP standards were effective with the completion of the 2011-2012 academic year.

The Office of Financial Aid/VA monitors qualitative and quantitative standards for students after the end of the
students’ completion of the academic year. The academic year for Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)
eligibility determination is comprised of the fall, spring, and summer terms. Students who do not complete
classes enrolled in or fail to achieve the minimum standards for grade point average may lose their eligibility for
all types of State, Federal and some private aid.

Qualitative Standard: Students must maintain a minimum cumulative 2.0 grade point average (GPA). Please
note that while passing grades (P) are treated as completed units, they do not count in the GPA calculation.

Quantitative (Pace) Standard: Students must complete 67% of all hours attempted at USCB plus other hours
accepted for transfer by USCB regardless of whether federal financial aid was received. Please note the
following:

e Courses in which a student receives a W, WF, |, U, NR, or F are counted as attempted hours, but not
completed or earned hours. Only grades of A, B, C, D, S, and T are counted as attempted hours and
hours earned. Students enrolled in audit courses (AUD) will not receive financial aid for these classes.
Grades of W, NR, I, U, S, T and AUD are not used when computing GPA. Receiving grades of W, WF, | U,
NR, or F can negatively impact the percentage of completion.

e If a student repeats a course, both the original and the repeated courses will count toward attempted
credit hours and earned credit hours.

e Transfer units will be counted in the completion rate as both attempted and earned hours provided
they have been accepted by the University for degree credit.

Maximum Timeframe Standard

Students receiving financial aid must complete their program of study within a reasonable time frame. The
maximum time frame for undergraduate and graduate students varies depending on your degree program. The
maximum time frame is 150% of the published length of the academic program (to include transfer credit hours)
regardless of whether financial aid was received.

For undergraduate students, we recommend that a student attempt to earn at least 30 hours per academic year
(fall, spring, summer) in order to graduate in four years for programs that require 120 credit hours.

A student who changes majors or courses is still responsible for completing his degree in the maximum time
frame established. Once the maximum time frame has been exceeded, financial aid eligibility ends even if the
student is in compliance with the other two standards.

Failure to comply with any component above may result in a loss of financial aid eligibility.
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Reinstatement of Financial Aid Eligibility

Failure to meet the above SAP standards will result in the loss of financial aid eligibility. If a student loses
Federal, State and private aid eligibility because he is not making SAP Standards, he may regain eligibility in one
of the following ways:

Appealing SAP Requirements

Students deemed ineligible would need to submit a written appeal if they had extenuating circumstances which
prevented them from making satisfactory academic progress. Extenuating circumstances are considered to be
significant life experiences that impacted a student’s emotional and/or physical health so much that they were
unable to make good academic progress. Documentation to support/verify the circumstances is required, but
cannot be from family members, significant others, roommates, etc. Extenuating circumstances are defined as:

e Death (immediate family member)

e Personal lliness of student

o Immediate family member illness

e Divorce or separation

e Traumatic/Extraordinary Event (traumatic event does not include college adjustment issues,
homesickness, problems w/roommate, problems w/faculty, staff or administration at college, difficult
course load, dependent care allowance or transportation problems. This list is not exhaustive.)

The Satisfactory Academic Progress Appeal Committee (SAP) will review the appeal and determine whether the
student is eligible for reinstatement of Federal, State and private aid. All decisions that are rendered by the
Committee will be final and not subject to further review.

Appeals may be approved, denied or approved with stipulations. If an appeal is approved, the student is
considered to be on Probation and may receive financial aid for only one payment period. At the end of that
probationary payment period, the student must meet USCB’s SAP standards or meet the requirements of an
academic plan to qualify for future financial aid. Academic plans may be developed by the Financial Aid
Director, Academic Advisors, or members of the SAP Committee. If a student fails to either regain regular SAP
eligibility or meet the conditions of their academic plan, the student is placed on Financial Aid Suspension.

Non-Appealable Circumstances

If a student does not have extenuating circumstances or a valid reason, he may regain eligibility by completing
one semester using his own resources at USCB with at least part-time enrollment (6.0 to 8.0 credits). Courses
taken must be in student’s degree program, and the student must earn a 2.5 GPA in all courses taken. Please
note that a student does not regain eligibility for financial aid by sitting out a semester.

Second Undergraduate Degree

New for the 2019-2020 academic year: Students who must remain enrolled beyond their maximum time frame
due to completing a second degree will be required to submit an appeal once they have reached their maximum
time frame.

No aid will be awarded or loan application certified until the completed appeal has been received, reviewed,
and approved.

The student must explain in writing why he is seeking a second undergraduate degree or teacher certification,
his career goals, and a timetable for completion of these goals. This appeal will also require documentation
from the student’s academic advisor indicating the number of credit hours needed to complete the second
degree. If the appeal is successful, the student is granted additional terms of loans and scholarships if eligible.
All decisions that are rendered by the Committee will be final and not subject to further review.

More detailed information regarding SAP Policies and Procedures can be obtained from the Office of Financial
Aid.
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Academic Scholarships

USCB Scholarships

USCB has a number of established scholarships. The number of scholarships is increasing in proportion to the
enrollment growth of the campus. Scholarship awards are primarily based on academic merit. Incoming
freshmen and transfer students who have been accepted to the University are automatically considered for
scholarships until funds are depleted. The admission application serves as the scholarship application.

South Carolina LIFE Scholarship

House Bill 4535, Legislative Incentives for Future Excellence (LIFE) Scholarships, was approved by the South
Carolina General Assembly during the 1998 legislative session and signed into law by the Governor in June 1998.
This Bill authorizes funding for scholarships in the amount of $4,700 plus a $300 book allowance to eligible
students attending four-year public and independent colleges and universities in SC.

First time entering freshman must meet two of the following three criteria to receive the LIFE Scholarship:

1. 3.0 LIFE G.P.A. on a 4.0, uniform grading scale
2. 1100 SAT or 24 ACT
3. Top 30% of the graduating class

Continuing Students:

e Must earn an average of 30 credit hours for each academic year (Fall, Spring, Summer) equaling a
minimum of 30 credit hours if a rising 2nd year student, 60 credit hours if a rising 3rd year student, or
90 credit hours if a rising 4th year student.

e Must earn a 3.0 LIFE cumulative grade point average by the end of the academic year (Fall, Spring,
Summer). The LIFE GPA is the cumulative grade point average earned at all eligible public and
independent institutions attended by the student (excluding remedial/developmental courses, non-
degree credit courses for an associate degree or higher and continuing education courses).

e |tis the student's responsibility to ensure that transcripts from all institutions attended are sent to the
USCB Admission’s Office by the beginning of each academic year (Fall semester). The LIFE GPA will be
used to determine LIFE Scholarship eligibility only and will not be used to determine graduation
eligibility or standing.

e Students who have earned a 3.0 LIFE GPA by the end of the Spring semester and choose to enroll in a
Summer session(s) will NOT be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship if their LIFE GPA falls below a 3.0
at the end of the Summer session(s).

It is the student’s responsibility to contact the Office of Financial Aid if s/he earns or regains eligibility. To
determine eligibility, the student must meet the following general eligibility requirements.

e Graduate from a high school or complete a home school program as prescribed by law; Parents of
home schooled students are encouraged to carefully investigate the requirements of the law before
graduation. Contact the SC Commission on Higher Education at (803) 737-2260 if you have questions or
concerns about the home school association with which you are affiliated.

e Be a South Carolina resident at the time of high school graduation and at the time of college
enrollment;

e You must have graduated from a South Carolina high school or graduated from a high school outside of
South Carolina while a dependent of a parent or legal guardian who is a legal resident. If you graduated
from a high school outside of South Carolina, you are expected to self-identify to the Office of Student
Financial Aid/VA in order to be assured that you are not overlooked during the University's review of
LIFE eligible students;

e Bea U.S. citizen or a permanent resident;

e Be enrolled as a full-time degree-seeking student;
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e You must not have been judged delinquent, nor have been convicted or pled guilty or nolo contendere
to any felony in any state;

e  You must not have been convicted of any second or subsequent alcohol or drug-related misdemeanor
in any state within the past academic year;

e Verify that s/he does not owe a refund or repayment on any federal or state financial aid; and

e Is not eligible for or is a S.C. HOPE Scholarship, Palmetto Fellows Scholarship or Lottery Tuition
Assistance recipient.

Eligibility lost may be regained by meeting eligibility requirements in the next award year.

Life Scholarship Enhancement

In the 2007 Legislative Session, the South Carolina General Assembly passed legislation that increases the
maximum award amounts for the LIFE and Palmetto Fellows Scholarships for students who are at least
sophomores and who are majoring in math and science disciplines.

Students who satisfy the LIFE Scholarship requirements are currently awarded up to $5,000 per year. Students
meeting the requirements for the new LIFE Enhancement for majoring in the eligible math or science programs
will receive up to $7,500 per year beginning in their sophomore year.

Students must meet all of the following requirements:

o Meet all of the eligibility requirements at the end of each academic year for the LIFE Scholarship and be
a recipient of the LIFE Scholarship at the time of disbursement.

e Be enrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student in a declared major of math or science. USCB’s
eligible programs are Biology, Computational Science, Public Health, and Nursing.

e The student must be in his/her second, third or fourth year of full-time enrollment and in the eligible
degree program.

Complete a total of at least fourteen credit hours of instruction in math, life and physical science courses w/a
minimum of six hours in math and minimum six hours in life and physical science including one laboratory
course by the end of the student’s first academic year. (This requirement applies to all students including
transfer students, sophomores, juniors and seniors).

For continued eligibility, students must meet the following criteria to renew the LIFE Scholarship Enhancement:

e Meet all eligibility requirements by law and regulation for the LIFE Scholarship and be a recipient of LIFE
Scholarship funds at the time of LIFE Scholarship Enhancement disbursement;

e Be enrolled full-time at an eligible four-year public or independent institution as a declared major in an
eligible math or science program.

Students may be eligible to receive the maximum number of terms of eligibility for a LIFE Scholarship
Enhancement based on initial college enrollment (maximum of six terms of eligibility).

LIFE Scholarship eligibility criteria is based on current SC law. Any and all portions of this information are subject
to change by the SC General Assembly without notice. You may access further, more detailed information and
other provisions on the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education’s website CHE.sc.gov.

Appeals
If an extenuating circumstance has prevented a student from meeting the continuing eligibility requirements for

the LIFE Scholarship, s/he has the option of requesting an appeal with the South Carolina Commission on Higher
Education. Information and an appeal form are available on the Commission's website and the deadline for the
2021-2022 academic year is September 3, 2021.
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South Carolina HOPE Scholarship

The SC HOPE Scholarship is a merit-based scholarship created for eligible students attending a four-year SC
institution who do not qualify for the LIFE or Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. The program was established under
the SC Education Lottery Act approved by the General Assembly in 2001. Funding for the program is dependent
upon the annual proceeds generated by the SC Education Lottery.

Eligible students must have graduated from a South Carolina high school or South Carolina home school as
prescribed by law with a 3.0 cumulative grade point average. Parents of home schooled students are
encouraged to carefully investigate the requirements of the law before graduation. Contact the SC Commission
on Higher Education at (803) 737-2260 with questions or concerns about the home school association with
which you are affiliated.

Students who meet all eligibility requirements for the SC HOPE Scholarship are eligible to receive scholarship
funds for the freshman year of attendance only. At the end of the academic year, if the student has earned a
minimum of thirty credit hours and a 3.0 cumulative grade point average on a 4.0 scale consistent with the
policies and procedures of the institution, the student may be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship the next
academic year.

To access further, more detailed information and other provisions visit the South Carolina Commission on
CHE.sc.gov.

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship

The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program is a merit-based scholarship program administered by the South
Carolina Commission on Higher Education. The annual award amount for each Palmetto Fellow cannot exceed
$6,700 for the first academic year. The scholarship must be applied directly toward the cost of attendance, less
any other gift aid received. Palmetto Fellows may be supported for a maximum of eight full-time semesters of
study toward the first bachelor's degree at a participating four-year institution in South Carolina.

The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education determines initial eligibility. Initial eligibility requirements
can be viewed at CHE.sc.gov.

For continued eligibility, students must meet the following:

e You must earn a total of 30 credit hours for each academic year (Fall, Spring, Summer). Any credit hours
earned before high school graduation, hours exempted by examination, and advanced placement credit
do not count towards the 30 hour requirement.

e  You must earn a minimum 3.0 USC cumulative grade point average on a 4.0 scale by the end of the
academic year (Fall, Spring, Summer).

To access further, more detailed information and other provisions visit the South Carolina Commission on
Higher Education website CHE.sc.gov.

If the continued eligibility requirements are not maintained, you forfeit continued participation in the program
and the scholarship will be discontinued. If the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship is discontinued, the student may
be eligible to receive the LIFE Scholarship if s/he meets the program requirements.

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement

In the 2007 Legislative Session, the South Carolina General Assembly passed legislation that increases the
maximum award amounts for the LIFE and Palmetto Fellows Scholarships for students who are at least
sophomores and who are majoring in math and science disciplines.

Students who satisfy the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship eligibility requirements are currently awarded up to
$6,700 per year for their freshman year; and new this year, sophomores and above will receive up to $7,500 per
year. Students meeting the eligibility requirements for the new Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancement for
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majoring in the eligible math or science programs will receive up to $10,000 per year beginning in their
sophomore year.

Students must meet all of the following requirements:

o Meet all of the eligibility requirements at the end of each academic year for the Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship and be a recipient of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship at the time of disbursement.

e Be enrolled as a full-time, degree-seeking student in a declared major of math or science. USCB’s
eligible programs are Biology, Computational Science, Public Health, and Nursing.

e The student must be in his/her second, third or fourth year of full-time enrollment and in the eligible
degree program.

Complete a total of at least fourteen credit hours of instruction in math, life and physical science courses w/a
minimum of six hours in math and minimum six hours in life and physical science including one laboratory
course by the end of the student’s first academic year. (This requirement applies to all students including
transfer students, sophomores, juniors and seniors).

For Continued Eligibility, students must meet the following criteria to renew the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement:

o Meet all eligibility requirements by law and regulation for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship and be a
recipient of Palmetto Fellows Scholarship funds at the time of Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
Enhancement disbursement.

e Be enrolled full-time at an eligible four-year public or independent institution as a declared major in a
eligible math or science program.

Students may be eligible to receive the maximum number of terms of eligibility for a Palmetto Fellows
Scholarship Enhancement based on initial college enrollment (maximum of six terms of eligibility).

Appeals
If an extenuating circumstance has prevented a student from meeting the continuing eligibility requirements for

the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, s/he has the option of requesting an appeal with the South Carolina
Commission on Higher Education. Information and an appeal form are available on the Commission's website.
The appeal deadline for the 2021-2022 academic year will be September 3, 2021.

New Sources of State Summer Aid

In 2015, the State of South Carolina introduced the Summer State Scholarship Program: Eligible LIFE and
Palmetto Fellows scholarship recipients who are already on track for an early graduation may use 1 of their 8
semesters of scholarship eligibility in the summer as long as they enroll full-time and complete at least 12
attempted summer credit hours. Students earning the Hope Scholarship may also be eligible following the
spring term of their first year.

Scholarship Eligibility Requirements:
A student who has been verified as meeting all general and continued eligibility requirements at the end of the
spring semester is eligible to participate in Summer State Scholarship Program.

e Palmetto Fellows Scholarship: at the end of the spring semester, a recipient must:
o Earn a cumulative 3.0 institutional GPA
o Earn at least 30 credit hours of non-remedial coursework during the fall and spring terms,
excluding AP, IB, Dual Enrollment, CLEP, or exempted credit hours.
o A summer term cannot be a scholarship recipient’s first term of enrollment.
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e LIFE Scholarship: at the end of the spring semester, a recipient must:
o Earn a cumulative 3.0 LIFE GPA
o Earn an average of at least 30 credit hours of non-remedial coursework during the fall and
spring terms, including AP, 1B, Dual Enroliment, CLEP or exempted credit hours.
o A summer term cannot be a scholarship recipient’s first term of enrollment.

e Hope Scholarship: a Hope recipient who meets the continued eligibility requirement at the end of the
spring semester will be determined to be a LIFE Scholarship recipient. Should the student decide to
participate in the summer scholarship program, the student will follow the LIFE Scholarship recipient
guidelines above.

Please note: Hope cannot be used in the summer term.

How to Apply
You will not automatically be awarded the State Scholarship in the summer; therefore, you must elect to use

the Scholarship during the summer term. To apply, please contact the Financial Aid/VA Office.

Grants

Federal Pell Grant

Students may apply for a Federal Pell Grant if they are enrolled in a program of study which is six months in
length or longer and have not already earned a bachelor’s degree. Eligibility is determined by the U.S.
Department of Education. To apply for a Federal Pell Grant, students should complete a Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Students will receive notification of eligibility within six weeks. The amount of the
award will be based on the determination of eligibility and the cost of attendance at USCB.

Effective Fall 2012, a student’s eligibility to receive a Pell Grant has been reduced from 18 full-time semesters or
its equivalent to 12 full-time semesters or its equivalent. This provision applies to all Pell Grant eligible students
and includes all years of receipt of Pell Grant funding. Thus, the calculation of this total will include previous
semesters/quarters at USCB or at any other school, including community colleges, where a Pell Grant was paid.

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant

Using funds provided by the federal government, the University makes Federal Supplemental Educational
Opportunity Grants available to a limited number of students with greatest financial need. These grants are
awarded to eligible full-time students who have not already earned a bachelor’s degree. In order to determine
eligibility, students must complete the FAFSA. Funds in this program are very limited and are awarded to
students with the greatest financial need.

Irag and Afghanistan Service Grant

Beginning with the 2010-11 award year, a student who is not eligible for a Pell Grant but whose parent or
guardian was a member of the U.S. Armed Forces and died as a result of service performed in Iraq or
Afghanistan after September 11, 2001 may be eligible to receive the Irag and Afghanistan Service Grant.

Additional Student Eligibility Requirements:

- Be under 24 years old or

- Enrolled in college at least part-time at the time of the parent’s or guardian’s death.

The grant award is equal to the amount of a maximum Pell Grant for the award year — not to exceed the cost of
attendance for that award year.

South Carolina Need-Based Grant

The South Carolina General Assembly created a South Carolina Need-Based Grant Program beginning with the
1996-97 academic year. The SC Need-Based Grant is available for a maximum of eight full-time semesters. The
Grant will not be available for summer school or periods of attendance other than fall and spring semesters.
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In order to qualify for consideration for a South Carolina Need-Based Grant at USCB, a student must meet all of
the following minimum requirements:

e Be of good moral character, having no felony convictions, or criminal records during the preceding
calendar year as defined as 12 months from the date of the start of school.

e  Give permission for a background check to be conducted to verify the above.

e Be admitted and enrolled full-time as a student seeking a first undergraduate degree.

e Be making satisfactory progress as defined in the “Terms and Conditions” provided with the first award
letter.

For more detailed information and other provisions on the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education
website CHE.sc.gov.

Employment

Federal Work-Study (FWS) Program

This program provides jobs for students who have financial need. USCB participates in the Federal Work-Study
program and coordinates job placement on campus.

The Federal Work-Study (FWS) Program provides part-time on-campus and community service employment to
USCB students. The salary is at least equal to the current minimum wage. Students must complete a FAFSA and
indicate an interest in working on campus in order for eligibility to be determined. Students must be enrolled at
least half time. Students who are awarded FWS may be employed for up to 20 hours per week. The average
award usually allows 15 hours per week. The students’ work schedule will be set around their class schedule.
Funds in this program are limited and are awarded on a first come/first served basis.

Loans

Entrance Counseling for Loan Recipients

All first-time Federal Stafford Loan borrowers will be required to complete Stafford Loan Entrance Counseling
before loan funds can be disbursed. Students may complete this requirement on-line at: www.studentloan.gov

The Federal Stafford Loan Program
The Federal Stafford Loan program provides low interest, long term loans to eligible students through lenders
outside the University. There are two types of Federal Stafford Loans:

Subsidized Federal Stafford Loan

A Subsidized Stafford Loan is awarded based on financial need and accrues no interest while the student is
enrolled in school at least half-time (6.0 — 8.0 semester hours). Repayment does not begin until six months after
graduation or after enrollment drops below half-time (6.0 — 8.0 semester hours); however, interest does start
accruing while your loan is in the grace period. The repayment period may be as long as 10 years, depending on
the amount borrowed.

Unsubsidized Federal Stafford Loan

An Unsubsidized Stafford Loan is not dependent upon need. Interest accrues from the time the loan is disbursed
until final payment. The student has the option to make interest payments while in school and during the grace
period. Interest begins to accrue and may be payable upon disbursement of funds; however, principal
payments begin six months after graduation or after enrollment drops below half-time (6.0- 8.0 semester
hours). The repayment period may be as long as 10 years, depending on the amount borrowed.

Annual Maximum Loan Amounts

The Federal Stafford Loan program provides up to $5,500 for the first year of undergraduate study, $6,500
for the second year and $7,500 per academic year for upperclassmen. The Unsubsidized Stafford Loan
provides increased annual maximums for independent students (and some dependent if a parent is denied a
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PLUS loan) up to $9,500 for the first year of undergraduate study, $10,500 for the second year and $12,500
per academic year for upperclassmen. The 2021-22 interest rate is 3.73% for undergraduate loans. For
graduate students, the Federal Stafford Loan program provides up to $20,500 for all years and these loans
are unsubsidized. The 2021-22 interest rate is 5.28% for graduate loans.

Disbursement

If a Stafford Loan is processed for the full academic year (Fall and Spring), half of the loan will be disbursed at
the beginning of the Fall semester and the second half will be disbursed at the beginning of the Spring semester.
The student must also sign a promissory note before loan processing will be completed.

Federal Parent Loan for Undergraduate Students (PLUS)

Federal Parent Loan for Undergraduate Students (PLUS) provides long-term loans to parents for their
dependents through lenders outside the University. Loan amounts under this program are limited to the
student’s cost of education minus other financial aid awards. Parents may be denied a PLUS loan due to adverse
credit history. If the PLUS Loan is denied, the student is eligible for an additional Unsubsidized Stafford Loan.
Sixty days after disbursement, parents begin repayment at a fixed interest rate of 6.28% for the 2021-22
academic year. PLUS Loan funds will be disbursed in two equal payments, one at the beginning of each semester
(Fall — August, Spring — January). The lender will make the checks co-payable to the parent and the University
and will mail the check to the school for endorsement.

South Carolina Teachers Loan Program

South Carolina Teachers Loan Program provides loans in amounts up to $2,500 for the first and second years of
undergraduate study and $5,000 per academic year for upperclassmen and graduate students. Loan
indebtedness will be cancelled at the rate of 20% or $3,000, whichever is greater, for each year of full-time
teaching in a critical subject or critical geographic area in South Carolina. If you teach in both a critical subject
and geographic area simultaneously, your loan shall be cancelled at the rate of 33 1/3% or $5000, whichever is
greater, for each full year of full-time teaching. The subject areas deemed critical at the time of application will
be honored for cancellation when the student begins teaching; critical geographic areas must be deemed critical
at the time of employment. If the student decides not to teach, the interest rate shall be the rate on the Federal
Stafford Loan plus 2%. This is a variable rate not to exceed 10.25% annually.

Career Changers Program

The Career Changers Program provides loans to individuals wishing to enter the teaching profession. The
program provides annual loan amounts of $15,000, up to a cumulative amount of $60,000. Loan indebtedness
will be cancelled at the rate of 20% or $3,000, whichever is greater, for each year of full-time teaching in a
critical subject or critical geographic area in South Carolina. To teach in both a critical subject and geographic
area simultaneously, a loan will be cancelled at the rate of 33 1/3% or $5,000, whichever is greater, for each full
year of full-time teaching. The subject areas deemed critical at the time of application will be honored for
cancellation when teaching begins; critical geographic areas must be deemed critical at the time of
employment. If a student decides not to teach, the interest rate shall be the rate on the Federal Stafford Loan
plus 2%. This is a variable rate not to exceed 10.25% annually.

Exit Interviews for Loan Recipients

Before leaving USCB, loan recipients are required to complete an exit interview that covers their rights and
responsibilities as loan recipients. Students may complete this requirement on-line at:
http://www.nslds.ed.gov/nslds SA/
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Return of Title IV Funds Policy

The Return of Title IV Funds Policy (federal student financial aid programs) was implemented at USCB in Fall of
2000. Federal regulations require each educational institution to have a written tuition and fees refund policy
(see Withdrawal Refund Policies) and a Return of Title IV Funds Policy to be applied to students who withdraw
during a term for which aid has been received. The Return of Title IV Funds Policy applies only if the student
completely terminates enrollment (i.e., cancels his/her registration, withdraws, or is dismissed) or stops
attending classes before completing more than 60 percent of the enrollment period.

The amount of Title IV aid that a student must repay is determined in accordance with the federal formula for
Return of Title IV Funds as set forth in Section 484B of the Higher Education Act. This law also specifies the
order of return of the Title IV funds to the program from which they were awarded.

A repayment may be required when aid has been credited to a student’s account from financial aid funds in
excess of the amount of the aid the student earned during the term. The amount of Title IV aid earned is
determined by multiplying the total Title IV aid (other than federal work-study) for which the student is qualified
by the percentage of time during the term that the student was enrolled. If a student needs to repay Title IV
funds, s/he will receive an invoice from the Bursar’s Office along with an Agreement to Repay and the student
will be given approximately 10 days to respond. Should the student fail to respond, repay or enter into an
agreement to repay, the amount owed will be referred to the Department of Education for collection.

Entitlements

Veterans Educational Benefits

The following policies and procedures are of primary concern to veterans, servicepersons, members of guard
and selected reserves and other eligible persons who receive Veterans Affairs educational assistance while
enrolled at USCB.

Academic standards of progress and attendance are covered under school standards of progress, as specified by
the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education, License Division and required by the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs.

South Carolina Free Tuition for Children of Certain War Veterans, Police Officers, Firemen or Rescue Workers
Children of deceased or 100% disabled Veterans, who were killed or disabled during military service, can attend
any SC State supported institution up until their 26th birthday and pay no tuition/fees. Children of deceased or
100% disabled police officers, firemen or rescue workers, who were killed or disabled while on duty, can go to
any SC State supported institution for a total of 4 years and pay no tuition/fees.

The Montgomery G.1. Bill ®. This program provides educational benefits to
Chapter 30 | individuals that served on active duty. The Member 4 copy of your DD214 is
required.

Vocational Rehabilitation for Service-Disabled Veterans. This program is for
individuals who have a compensable service connected disability and the U.S.

Chapter 31
P Department of Veteran Affairs determines that training and rehabilitation services
are needed to overcome an employment handicap.
Chapter 32 Veterans Educational Assistance (VEAP). This is a voluntary contribution matching
P program for individuals entering service after December 31, 1976.
The new Post 9/11 GI Bill ®. This program is for individuals with at least 90 days of
Chapter 33

aggregate service on or after September 11, 2001, or individuals discharged with a
service-connected disability after 30 days. You must have received an honorable
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discharge to be eligible for the Post-9/11 GI Bill ®. The Post-9/11 Gl Bill ® will
become effective for training on or after August 1, 2009.

Dependents Education Assistance Program. This program is for dependents (spouse
Chapter 35 | or children) of individuals who die or are permanently disabled from service
connected causes.

Montgomery G.l. Bill ®-Selected Reserve. This program is available to members of

Chapter
16':)6 the Selected Reserve, including the National Guard. A form DD2384 (NOBE) is
required.
A Department of Defense education benefit developed to provide benefits for
Chapter Reservists called to active duty after September 11, 2001 in response to a war or
16'())7 national emergency, as determined by the President or Congress. A member of a

reserve component must have served at least 90 consecutive days or more
regardless of duty status.

Procedure for Tuition Assistance

Tuition Assistance (TA) is available to qualified active duty service members up to $250 per semester hour, for
an annual cap of $4500.00 per fiscal year. Students can contact the USCB Director of Military Programs for help
to begin the process.

Yellow Ribbon Program for Veterans

The Yellow Ribbon Gl Education Enhancement Program (Yellow Ribbon Program) is a provision of the Post-9/11
Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2008. This program allows institutions of higher learning (degree
granting institutions) in the United States to voluntarily enter into an agreement with VA to fund tuition
expenses that exceed the highest public in-state undergraduate tuition rate. The institution can contribute up to
50% of those expenses and VA will match the same amount as the institution. The University of South Carolina
Beaufort has agreed to accept an unlimited number of applicants who are eligible for the Post 9/11 (Ch. 33)
benefit at the 100% rate. Applicants should contact the Office of Financial Aid/VA at 843-521-3104 for details on
how to apply for Yellow Ribbon benefits at USCB. Visit www.VA.gov for more information.

New Scholarship for the Children of Fallen Service Members Benefit Honors Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry
The children of military personnel who died in the line of duty since September 11, 2001 can apply for an
educational scholarship similar to the new Post-9/11 Gl Bill ®. Benefits are retroactive to August 1, 2009. VA
begins accepting applications for the Fry scholarship on May 1, 2010. For more information or assistance
applying, call toll-free 1-888-GIBILL-1 (1-888-442-4551), or visit the VA Gl Bill ® Website at www.gibill.va.gov.

Enroliment Certification

Certification by the USCB Veterans Affairs Certifying Official, located in the Office of Financial Aid and Veterans
Affairs, Sandstone Building, Room 117, (843-521-3104) is required for eligible students who wish to receive
Veterans Affairs education benefits. Students must initiate their own requests for enrollment certification, as
the Certifying Official processes certifications and other forms to Veterans Affairs only for those students who
have made such a request and completed the necessary paperwork.

Veterans Affairs requires that eligible students must have completed University admissions requirements and
matriculation into degree-seeking status before they may receive Veterans Affairs educational benefits. Only
the federal Veterans Affairs has the final authority to award benefits to students in such admission categories.

All Veterans Affairs students who have earned college credit at another school or in another USC degree
program are required to provide the USCB Veterans Affairs Certifying Official with a transfer credit evaluation
from its academic department. Veterans Affairs generally pays such students for two semesters, pending receipt
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of the amount of “prior credit” applied to their current degree program. It is also recommended that veterans
contact the Director of Military Programs (843-368-8211) for consideration of college credit for military schools.

Students can best ensure receipt of benefits by informing the school certifying official in the Sandstone Building,
Room 117, (843-521-3104), of their intent to register for classes and by supplying the number of credit hours for
which they will enroll each semester. Eligible Veterans Affairs students should recertify for each new academic
year at least 45 days in advance. All eligible dependents and VA students must recertify with the VA coordinator
or certifying official every semester, prior to that semester starting, to receive assistance on time.

Veterans Affairs payments may be made only for those courses that are required by the academic department
for the student’s current degree program. All students receiving educational assistance checks from Veterans
Affairs are responsible for notifying the school Veterans Affairs Coordinator of changes in their degree program
and /or course load during a semester, including drop/add, withdrawal, audit status or involving pass/fail option
in a course, or Distance Education enrollment, independent study, internship or practicum courses. Failure to do
this could mean that the student might owe the Department of Veteran Affairs if s/he is certified incorrectly.

Benefits related information and forms are available from the University Veterans Affairs Coordinator, located
on the Beaufort Campus in the Office of Financial Aid and Veterans Affairs, Sandstone Building, Room 117. Each
student request will be handled individually according to the Veterans Affairs benefit program and enrollment
status at the University.

Vocational Rehabilitation

Individuals with disabilities may receive aid from this state agency. Inquiries shall be directed to the South
Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Office in coordination with the VA coordinator and certifying official on
campus.

VA Pending Payment Compliance Policy
USCB Policy for the Veterans Benefits and Transition Act of 2018.

This policy complies with Title 38 United States Code Section 3679(e) School Compliance Form. This policy
pertains to a Covered Individual, which is any individual who is entitled to educational assistance under Chapter
31, Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment, or Chapter 33, Post 9/11 Gl Bill ® benefits.

USCB will permit any Covered Individual to attend or participate in the course of education during the period
beginning on the date on which the individual provides to the educational institution a Certificate of Eligibility
(COE) for entitlement to educational assistance under Chapter 31 or 33 and ending on the earlier of the
following dates:
1. The date on which payment from VA is made to the institution.
2. 90 days after the date the institution certified tuition and fees following the
receipt of the certificate of eligibility.

Note: A Certificate of Eligibility can also include a Statement of Benefits obtained from the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) website, e-Benefits, or VAF 28-1905 Form for Chapter 31 authorization purposes.

USCB will not impose any penalty, including the assessment of late fees, the denial of access to classes, libraries,
or other institutional facilities, or require that a covered individual borrow additional funds, on any covered
individual because of the individual’s inability to meet his or her financial obligations to the institution due to
the delayed disbursement funding from VA under Chapter 31 or 33. Our policy requires the covered individual
to take the following actions:

1. Submit a Certificate of Eligibility (COE) or VAF 28-1905 for entitlement for
educational assistance no later than the first day of a course of education.
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2. Complete our Veteran Certification Form each semester to use such entitlement.

3. Provide additional information necessary to the proper certification of enrollment
by the educational institution such as: the Change in the Place of Training or
Program Form (VAF 22-1995 or 22-5495), USCB’s Statement of Understanding
Form and Prior Credit Form, etc.

USCB will not drop any Covered Individual after the Financial Aid/VA Office receives a copy of the VAF-28-1905
or receives a Chapter 33 Post 911 COE who does not have additional charges such as housing, meal plans, or
anything above the Tuition and Fees. The Covered Individual will not be dropped if VA covers 100% of tuition
and basic fees. If extra charges such as housing or meal plans have not been paid or a payment arrangement not
made with the Cashier’s Office, that student may be dropped for lack of a payment.

USCB reserves the right to require an additional payment or impose a fee for the amount that is the difference
between the amount of the student’s financial obligation and the amount of the VA education benefit
disbursement. If VA does not pay the institution, the student is responsible for ALL debts resulting from
reductions or terminations of the student’s enroliment, even if the payment was submitted directly to the
school on the student’s behalf.

Family Education Right and Privacy Act of 1974

The Financial Aid/VA Office ensures the confidentiality of student records according to the Family Education
Right and Privacy Act. Your family financial information and the type and amounts of your aid are held in
confidence. Information is released only with your written consent. Information will be released to other
offices and agencies as may be needed to administer the financial aid programs, such as scholarship donors,
services of loans, etc.
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TUITION, FEES AND REFUNDS

The University of South Carolina Beaufort reserves the right to alter any of the following charges without notice.
All charges are due and payable on the date that they are incurred or the due date indicated on the student bill,
invoice, or statement. Checks for the exact amount of the total charges should be made payable to USCB. Credit
cards are accepted only via Self Service Carolina.

Any student who has failed to pay all required fees on or before the fee payment deadline (as indicated in the
fee payment schedule) may be dropped from class rolls. Any student who fails to relieve any other indebtedness
to the University or to any of its auxiliary agencies on the date such obligations become due may not be issued a
transcript, diploma, or degree.

Fee Payment

Payment for fees may be made by cash, check, e-check or credit card. Credit card payments for fees must be
processed through SSC (Self Service Carolina on the web at https://my.sc.edu/ ). A non-refundable convenience
fee will be added to the bill. SSC will present you with an option to accept this fee or decline the transaction. If
you decline, another method of payment must be selected. Payment may also be made through SSC from a
student’s bank account. Payment by cash or check may be made in person at the Cashier’s Office. To pay by
mail, return a copy of the bill, invoice or statement with a check or money order made payable to “USC
Beaufort” to the USCB Cashier’s Office.

Resident Status

The University of South Carolina is required by state law to determine the resident classification of all applicants
interested in claiming South Carolina as their state of legal residence for the purpose of accurately assessing
tuition and fees. Initial determinations are made by the Residency Officer for students at the time of their
admission. The burden to provide documentation for any legal residency determination rests with the student.
Students are required to provide all evidence necessary to document that they have completed the steps
required to establish and/or maintain eligibility for claiming South Carolina as their state of legal residence. If a
student moves to South Carolina for the purpose of attending school, and is enrolled as a non-resident, then he
or she will be presumed to remain a non-resident throughout his or her attendance and does not qualify under
any of the residency provisions.

Definitions of Terms
“Academic session” is defined as a term or semester of enrollment.

“Continue to be enrolled” is defined as continuous enrollment without an interruption that would require the
student to pursue a formal process of readmission. Formal petitions or applications for change of degree level
shall be considered readmission.

“Dependent person” is defined as one whose predominant source of income or support is from payments from
a parent, spouse, or guardian and who qualifies and is claimed as a dependent or exemption on the federal
income tax return of the parent, spouse, or guardian. A dependent person is also one for whom payments are
made, under court order, for child support and the cost of the dependent person’s college education.

“Domicile” is defined as true, fixed, principal residence and place of habitation, indicating where a person
intends to remain, or to where one expects to return when away. Generally, an applicant must be domiciled in
South Carolina for 12 months for residency consideration.
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“Immediately prior” is defined as a period of time not exceeding 90 days and immediately preceding the first
day of classes for the term in question.

“Independent person” is defined as one in his or her majority (18 years of age or older), whose predominant
source of income is his or her own earnings or income from employment, investments, or payments from trusts,
grants, scholarships, loans, or payments made in accordance with court order. An independent person must
provide more than half of his or her support during the 12 months immediately prior to the date that classes
begin for the semester for which resident status is requested and the person is not claimed as a dependent or
exemption on the federal tax return of his or her parent, spouse, or guardian for the year in which resident
status is requested.

“Non-resident alien” is defined as a person who is not a citizen or permanent resident of the United States. By
virtue of their non-resident status, “non-resident aliens” generally do not have the capacity to establish domicile
in South Carolina.

“Reside” is defined as continuous and permanent physical presence within the State, provided that temporary
absences for short periods of time shall not affect the establishment of a residence. Temporary absences are
absences which are 30 days or less. Excluded are absences associated with requirements to complete a degree,
absences for military training/services and like absences, provided South Carolina domicile is maintained.
Absences of more than 30 days may affect the establishment or maintenance of residence for fee and tuition
purposes. In the instance of dependents, except for non-resident aliens, where the spouse, parent and/or
guardian “reside” will be considered in determining resident status.

A “resident student” for tuition and fee purposes is defined as an independent person who has abandoned all
prior domiciles and has been domiciled in South Carolina continuously for at least 12 months immediately
preceding the first day of classes of the term for which resident classification is sought and for whom there is an
absence of such evidence in other states or countries. In the instances of dependent students and their families
who are citizens or permanent residents, the domicile of the spouse, parent and/or guardian for at least the 12
months immediately preceding the first day of classes of the term for which resident classification is sought is
considered in determining residency status.

“Terminal leave” is defined as a transition period following active employment and immediately preceding
retirement (with a pension or annuity), during which the individual may use accumulated leave.

Citizens and Permanent Residents

Independent persons who have physically resided and been domiciled in South Carolina for 12 continuous
months immediately preceding the date that classes begin for the semester for which resident status is claimed
may qualify to pay in-state fees. The 12-month residency period does not start until the independent person
begins to take steps which indicate that the independent person intends to establish a permanent home in the
State. Absences from the State for more than 30 days during the 12-month period may affect the establishment
of permanent residence for fee and tuition purposes. Steps an independent person should take to establish a
permanent home in South Carolina are listed in the section entitled “Establishing the Requisite Intent to
Become a South Carolina Domiciliary.”

The resident status of a dependent person is based on the resident status of the person who provides more
than half of the dependent person’s support and claims the dependent person as a dependent for federal
income tax purposes. The residence and domicile of a dependent minor and other dependent persons are
presumed to be that of their parent(s), spouse, or guardian(s).

In the case of divorced or separated parents, the resident status of the dependent person may be based on the
resident status of the parent who supports and/or claims the dependent person as a dependent for tax
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purposes, or it may be based on the resident status of the parent who has legal custody of the dependent
person.

Non-Resident Aliens, Non-Citizen and Non-Permanent Residents

Except as otherwise specified, all non-citizens and non-permanent residents of the United States are assessed
tuition fees at the non-resident, out-of-state rate. Independent aliens, including refugees, asylees and parolees
and their dependents, may be entitled to resident, in-state classification once they have been awarded
permanent resident status by the U.S. Department of Justice and meet all the statutory residency requirements
provided that all other domiciliary requirements are met. Time spent living in South Carolina immediately prior
to the awarding of permanent resident status may not be counted toward the 12-month residency period.
Certain non-resident aliens present in the United States in specified visa classifications may be granted in-state
residency for tuition and fee purposes.

Establishing the Requisite Intent to Become a South Carolina Domiciliary
Resident status may not be acquired by an applicant or student while residing in South Carolina for the sole
purpose of enrollment at the University.

If a person asserts that his or her domicile has been established in South Carolina, the individual has the burden
of proof. Such person should provide to residency officials any and all evidence which the person believes
satisfies the burden of proof. Residency officials will consider any and all evidence provided concerning such
claim of domicile but will not necessarily regard any single item of evidence as conclusive evidence that domicile
has been established.

If you are financially independent, your residency is based on whether you have physically resided, and been
domiciled, in South Carolina for the twelve (12) continuous months immediately preceding the date classes are
scheduled to begin for the semester in which you wish to claim South Carolina as your state of legal residence.
You must also meet the following applicable requirements (Note: No single indicator will be considered
conclusive evidence of primary residence):

1. Statement of full time employment

Designating South Carolina as state of legal residence on military record;

3. Possession of a valid South Carolina Driver’s License, or if a non-driver, a South Carolina Identification
Card (Note: Failure to comply with state law requiring residents to obtain this within 90 days of
establishing intent to become a South Carolina resident will reset the beginning date of residency
eligibility to the date on which the appropriate document is obtained.);

4. Possession of a valid South Carolina Vehicle Registration Card (Note: Failure to comply with state law
requiring residents to obtain this within 45 days of establishing intent to become a South Carolina
resident will reset the beginning date of residency eligibility to the date on which a South C